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MAJOR NEWTON WALKER HOUSE :
Lewiatown, Fulton County, Illlnois

)

Present Qwner. Ezra Quigley.

Date of Brection., 1851.

Archltect. Major N, Walker.

Bullder, Major Walker.

Present Condition. The building stands as orilginelly

constructed., There has been little change, except for en-
closing whet was formerly a porch between the ikitchen and
house proper. ‘‘he kitchen has been extended ir width, and
the former porch hias been made into a dining room.

Number of Stories. One and 2 helf, with basement.

Materials of Construction. fThe basement walls and

footings are of sandstone, of the local variety. All ex-
terior walls and first floor interilor walls are brick
masonyy.

The interior walls are finished with plaster and wall
paper. There 1s a white pine wainscoting running the height
of the window stools in &ll the rooms. The interlor trim,
witih the exception of the wainscot, is made from wild cherry.
The flooring is 1" x 5" hard meple.

The joists are 2" x 6" and 18" on centers. The rafters
are 3" x 4", 2' on centers, covered with 1" x 4" cak shesth-
ing and wood shingles. The roof 1s pitched, wiih buttressed

brick gable ends.

Other Existing Records. None.
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Additionsl Data. Major Newton Walker was born in 77

Hadison County, Virginia, in 1803. A4t 21, as Major in the
State #ilitls, he commanded the escort of Lafayette in 1824.
In 1835, he came to Lewistown 1In 1Illinols,

In 1837, he was architect and superintendent of construc-
tion In the building of the court house at Lewilstown. He
flrst lived in a log c¢ebin on the present farm, before bulld-
ing the house which is the subject of this record.

He was elected Representative in 1838, and subsequently
held many offices of trust in the township, In Virginls he
listened %o Thomas Jefferson, Jameszs Madison, John Randolph
and Henry €lay; and in I1l1linols he became intimately ac-
gquainted wlth Abreham Lincoln. Major Walker entertained HNr.
Lincoln in his howme for dinner the evening he (ir. Lincoln)
delivered the glowing eulogy on the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which was declared Lo be worthy of preservation

among the Natien's classles,

References: Journal of the [11linois State Historieczl
Scclety. Vol., 14. 1921-22.

Hlstory of Fulton County - Chapmen & Co., 1879Q.
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